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Plot Line and Conflict: 
Melinda Sordino has just started high school. She is trying to figure out how to explain why she 
called the cops on an out of control party to her friends (where she was attacked by a boy). 
Melinda begins highschool without any friends except one girl named Heather. Melinda doesn’t 
have anyone to talk to about what really happened at the party or how to speak up for herself in 
situations. The boy who raped Melinda, Andy Evans, won’t leave her alone. In fac,t he starts 
dating her ex-friend Rachel, and Melinda wants to tell her to stay away from him so what 
happened to her doesn’t happen to Rachel. Melinda remained friendless and still an outcast. 
Melinda finally speaks up for herself and screams instead of not saying a word when Andy tries 
to rape her again. The main conflict in this story is that Melinda doesn’t know how to speak up 
for herself, and that gets resolved when she finally speaks up. Melinda had to learn how to talk to 
people again and make new and old friends.  
 
Character Development:  
In the book Speak, the main character is Melinda Sordino, a shy girl who just started her 
freshman year of highschool. Melina is very insecure and self conscious about herself. She has a 
normal slim body of a fifteen year old girl and has brown hair topped with bangs that she always 
hides under. She has dark circles under her eyes from lack of sleep and raw bitten lips from a 
nasty habit she has from being stressed. Melina never talked about a breathtaking insistent that 
happened at a party in the summer before her freshman year, and I completely disagree with her 
action. I believe she should of told someone before it happened again at the end of the year and 
saved herself from the trouble of loneliness throughout the year. 
 
Theme: 
The theme of the book is to speak up for yourself. The author chose this theme to prove not 
talking about something that’s important to the knowledge of others is misleading, and maybe 
hazardous as it was for Melinda. I think the theme is meaningful because it shows how an action 
of not speaking can lead to a lot of harm. The theme is important to the story because it shows 
the focus of the book to the reader, and helps it lead into the plot line. The theme expresses 
everything that needs to be explained in the story. 
 
Opinion: 



My overall opinion on the book Speak, is a seven out of ten. I really liked that Melinda finally 
told the story of what happened at the party and why she called the cops. What I didn’t like was 
that it was very slow in the beginning of the book, and it did not explain what was going on, so I 
was very confused. One of my favorite parts was when Melinda spoke up to Heather that she was 
treating her like garbage and she wouldn’t be her friend. What I’d change about the story is for 
Melinda to do something instead of laying around the house all day, add some flavor into the 
story. I wish the story would have ended with Andy Evans getting arrested and her friends going 
up to her and apologizing to her for not giving her a chance to tell them what happened.  
 
7 Habits Connection 
In most of the book, Melinda struggled to cope with the bad things that were happening to her. If 
she had spent time doing Habit 7- Sharpen the Saw, she might have been able to build her 
self-esteem and relax more. When people sharpen their saw by doing the things they enjoy and 
showing self-care, their whole life becomes better. Melinda’s friends and parents could have 
benefited from showing Habit 5- Seek First to Understand, Then Be Understood.  
 
Vocabulary Words: 

1. Forester: a person in charge of a forest or skilled in planting, managing, or caring for 
trees. I saw a forester planting trees in the forest next to the park I always go to. 

2. Imbeciles: a dumb person. There was a man who acted like he was an imbeciles when 
was kept saying that he was from the future. 

3. Symbolism: the use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. I always believed to show 
symbolism is to paint it on a canvas. 

4. Cloaked: hide, cover, or disguise. When my sister and I were playing hide and and seek, I 
stayed cloaked behind a tree. 

5. Gargoyle: a grotesque carved human or animal face or figure projecting from gutter of a 
building. I thought it was a bird on the church’s gutter but then realized that it was a 
gargoyle protecting the church from evil. 

6. Oozed: slowly trickle or seep out of something; flow in a very gradual way. I watched in 
horror that when I was talking to my friend, not paying attention, the chemicals oozed out 
of the beaker and onto the floor. 

7. Limbs: a large branch of a tree. I watched that the tree’s limbs swayed in the wind, when 
the thunderstorm passed by. 

8. Coaxes: persuade someone gradually or by flattery to do something. I tried to come up 
with some coaxes to trick my brother into doing my chores, but he easily caught on. 

9. Pianist: a person who plays the piano, especially professionally. I watched the pianist as 
he played Jingle Bells on his piano. 

10. Chariots: a two wheeled horse drawn vehicle used in ancient warfare and racing. In world 
history class I read about the Greeks riding chariots for racing. 


